
 

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 23-24 November 2017 

GEAR 17-2017 

 

 

 Page 1 of 5  
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Agenda Item 1 - Adoption of the Agenda 
Submission date 2.11.2017 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference Outcome of GEAR 16-2017 (para 6.2) 
 

Background 
In accordance with the outcomes of GEAR 16-2017 (Paragraph 6.2) the 17th Meeting of the Group for the 
Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 16-2017), will be held on 23-24 November 2017 in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, at the premises of the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (Gullbergs 
Strandgata 15). 

The Meeting will start on Thursday, 23 November at 10:30 and is expected to terminate on Friday 24 
November 2017 by 16:00.  

The Meeting will be Chaired by Ms. Heike Imhoff. The Meeting will consider:  

- information on the progress of the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report, 
- information on the progress of preparations for the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018, 
- the outcome of the joint HELCOM/OSPAR meeting on underwater noise, 
- the roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, 
- the way forward in investigating reasons why GES has not yet been reached, 
- region wide needs with regards to national reporting for the MSFD, 
- possibilities with regards to coordination of, and next steps on, the aspects of the revised Commission 

Decision on Good Environmental Status which require regional cooperation.  

Documents for consideration of the Meeting, with a clear indication of actions proposed by the Contracting 
Parties, should be sent in electronic form via e-mail to Professional Secretary, Ms. Jannica Haldin 
(Jannica.Haldin@helcom.fi) by 2 November 2017. Documents containing comments to the basic documents 
shall be received by the Secretariat not later than seven days before the opening of the Meeting, i.e. 16 
November 2017.  

Participants of the Meeting are requested to register to the Meeting by answering the Meeting Participation 
Survey by 16 November 2017. Please indicate whether you are planning to attend the meeting physically or 
online. 

Documents for the Meeting, which are restricted until the end of the Meeting, will be made available via the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal on the GEAR 17-2017 Meeting Site’s Document folder. Instructions for the use of 
the Meeting Portal are available on the HELCOM Website. 

 

  

mailto:Jannica.Haldin@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
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Provisional Annotated Agenda 
Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda  

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the meeting (documents 1-1 and 1-2).  

Agenda item 2 Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcomes of recent HELCOM Meetings which are of relevance for 
GEAR including preparations for the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 (document 2-2), and use the 
information as appropriate. 

Agenda Item 3 Coordination and information related to the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach and related policies 

Contracting Parties are invited to inform on matters of relevance for the GEAR Group. 

Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach 
HELCOM 38-2017 endorsed the updated Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach and noted 
that it is a living document which will be updated in the future as might be needed. The updated Roadmap is 
available in the HELCOM website (link) (Outcome of HELCOM 38-2017, para. 3.5).  

The Meeting is invited to note the updated Roadmap and consider the need to update it.  

Future of HELCOM indicators 
The Meeting is invited to discuss and provide feedback on the proposal on how to carry out and improve the 
work on indicators, with focus on the post-HOLAS II timeframe, the ultimate aim being maintaining a scientific 
and policy relevant solid basis for the upkeep and development of HELCOM indicators in the future. Focus of 
the proposal is to develop a concerted drive between the major reporting years (e.g. outside of HOLAS project 
years) in which indicators development could be prioritised, thus improving the battery and coverage of 
indicators available at the next reporting deadline (document 3-3).  

State and Conservation 7-2017 considered the proposed approach, recognized the importance of starting 
the discussion on this issue so further work beyond HOLAS II could be planned in a good time (Outcome of 
STATE & CONSERVATION 7-2017, para. 3J-42) and agreed to carry out intersessional work to further develop 
proposals for HELCOM future work on indicators (Outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 7-2017, para. 3J-49). 
They invited Contracting Parties to provide their comments on the proposal to the Secretariat 
(owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 15 November 2017, or their national GEAR contacts for further discussion during 
GEAR 15-2017 (Outcome of STATE&CONSERVATION 7-2017, para. 3J-48).  

Definition of Good Environmental Status 
The Meeting is invited to discuss possibilities for coordination on the definition on Good Environmental 
Status.  

The Meeting is invited to discuss the possibilities with regards to coordination of, and agree on the next steps 
on, the aspects of the revised Commission Decision on Good Environmental Status which require regional 
cooperation (document 3-4). 

State of the Baltic Sea report update process 
HOD 52-2017 approved the First version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ and agreed on its 
publication on the HELCOM website, with the understanding that a final consolidated report will be prepared 
by June 2018 (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 2.39).  

− The Meeting is invited to take note of the plan to update the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic 
Sea report’. The planned process of updating the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, including update 

http://helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Gear/Roadmap%20bar%20chart_February%202017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2038-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
mailto:owen.rowe@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
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and gap filling of data, was discussed and endorsed in principle at the State and Conservation 7-2017 
meeting (pending clarification of the study reservation by Denmark). State and Conservation noted 
that the document will be submitted to GEAR 15-2017 for further strategic discussion and final 
agreement. The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on the timeline of the update process of the 
‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, with the inclusion of the GEAR 18-2018 meeting, as well as endorse 
the submission of the document to HOD-53 (12-13 December 2017) (document 3-1 and document 
3-2).  

In relation to the study reservation of Denmark on the update process (Outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 
7-2017, para. 3J-9) Denmark is invited to inform the Meeting of their position. 

Consultations on the State of the Baltic Sea report 
HOD 52-2017 agreed on arranging a regional consultation of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (Outcome of 
HOD 52-2017, para. 2.40-2.41).  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the ongoing consultations and their deadlines (regional and national) 
as well as the plan for how to process the information received (document to be submitted later). 

Coordination of monitoring in the Baltic Sea region 
The State and Conservation Working Group is currently reviewing and as necessary revising the HELCOM 
Monitoring guidelines to ensure coherent methodological approaches, focusing on the parameters that 
supports the HELCOM core indicators. The European Commission published in January 2017 a report 
assessing Member States' monitoring programmes under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(COM(2017)3). The assessment shows moderate to high degree of coherence of monitoring within the EU 
Member States in the Baltic Sea region.  

The Meeting is invited to exchange information on the national plans to follow-up the assessment results 
and discuss the issue from the point of view of regional coherence and possible further action.  

Agenda Item 4 Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 

HELCOM project components related to environmental targets 
BalticBOOST publication 
Under the HELCOM BalticBOOST project, two work packages have had the task to develop guidelines on how 
to define environmental targets: WP 3.1 related to pressures acting on seabed habitats, and WP 4 related to 
underwater noise. GEAR 14-2016 and GEAR 15-2016 provided guidance to the implementation of the project 
activities. The BalticBOOST project ended in December 2016.  

The Meeting is invited to note that, following HODs agreement, as recommended by the GEAR Group, the 
final report of the BalticBOOST project related to estimation of the extent and impact of physical disturbance 
on the seafloor from different human activities is available on the HELCOM web-site (link) (Outcome of HOD 
52-2017, para. 3.15). GEAR 16-2017 supported the publication of the report as a HELCOM BSEP in 2018 
(Outcome of GEAR 16-2017, para. 5.8). Contracting Parties were invited to submit comments to the report 
for consideration when the report is finalized. EU and Germany commented the report. The Meeting is invited 
to consider the revised report to address the feedback provided (document to be submitted later).  

Ongoing work on establishing environmental targets for underwater noise 
A Joint Session of OSPAR ICG-Noise and HELCOM EN-Noise was held on 5 October 2017 in Gothenburg 
(Sweden), aiming at benefitting from further cooperation between both Regional Sea Conventions by sharing 
status of work and discussing further work on underwater noise also as input to the European process.  

The Meeting is invited to consider the outcome of the HELCOM/OSPAR joint session on underwater noise 
(document 4-1). 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Projects/Completed%20projects/BalticBOOST/WP%203_1%20Deliverable%201%20Estimating%20physical%20disturbance%20on%20seabed.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2016-2017.pdf
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Progress of the SPICE project 
The Meeting is invited to note the progress of the SPICE project, especially in relation to the further 
development of the draft guidelines to define environmental targets for pressures affecting seabed habitats 
presented to GEAR 16-2017 (document 5-3) commented by EU and Germany. 

Economic and Social Analyses (ESA) in HELCOM 
The Economic and Social Analyses for the HOLAS II project are conducted in 2017 under the EU co-financed 
HELCOM SPICE project. Work under the SPICE project will contribute to the updating of the ‘State of the 
Baltic Sea’ report by June 2018. 

The Meeting is invited to note the outcome of the HELCOM workshop on economic and social analyses 
supported by SPICE (HELCOM ESA WS 1-2017) to be held in Riga (Latvia), on 1 November 2017.  

The Meeting is invited to note the update on the ESA work under the SPICE project and, if needed, guide 
further work (document to be submitted later). 

Recommendations from the Baltic SCOPE project 
The two-year (March 2015-March 2017) Baltic SCOPE project focused on achieving coherence between the 
marine spatial plans in the Baltic Sea.  

The project has developed recommendations to achieve goals in establishing collaboration in different fields 
between states which were discussed at HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 14-2017 were it was noted that some of 
the recommendations are relevant for the work of other HELCOM groups. 

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 14-2017 suggested to establish a task force to make a proposal on relevance of the 
Baltic SCOPE project recommendations to the mandates of HELCOM groups. The Meeting welcomed the offer 
by Finland and Sweden to elaborate the proposal with the assistance of the HELCOM Secretariat by the MSP 
WG 15-2017 meeting (7-8 November 2017). The Meeting further took note of the suggestion by the Co-Chairs 
to invite representatives of other HELCOM groups to the meeting of MSP WG to present issues relevant to 
MSP which are currently under the mandate of those groups. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of and provide feedback on the project recommendations (document 4-
2).  

Agenda Item 5 Future work and any other business 

Following GEAR 16-2017 agreement (Outcome of GEAR 16-2017, para. 6.1), the Meeting is invited to discuss 
the way forward in investigating reasons why good environmental status has not been reached yet. 

Following GEAR 16-2017 proposal, the Meeting is invited to share their views on how best to arrange a 
“lessons learnt” exercise at the GEAR 18-2018 meeting in order to harness the experiences of the HOLAS II 
process and use this information to ensure sufficient engagement of Contracting Parties in the next HOLAS, 
and possibly also other HELCOM projects (Outcome of GEAR 16-2017, para. 4.10 and 6.1). 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the dates and place of the next meeting of HELCOM GEAR and propose 
focal items for the next meeting. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to consider their possibilities to host future meetings of the Group. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss any other business related to the activities of the Group. 

The Delegations and Observers are invited to check and update the List of Contact Addresses and Observers 
of HELCOM GEAR, as contained in document 5-1. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/MeetingDocuments/5-3%20Guidelines%20for%20determining%20environmental%20targets%20for%20pressures%20affecting%20seabed%20habitats.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20ESA%20WS%201-2017-480
http://www.balticscope.eu/about-baltic-scope/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2016-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2016-2017.pdf
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Agenda Item 6 Outcome of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome of the Meeting will be presented for adoption. The final Outcome, together with 
documents and presentations considered by the Meeting will be made available on the Meeting Site.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/default.aspx
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